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The Gospel Herald, 


oo" 
« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shal! be to all people.” 





you. U. 


solemn and Important Reasons against becoming a 
: Universalist, From Kelly’s Pamphlet. 
(Concluded from page 170.) 
6. But the Universalists say, that God will have 
4] men to be saved, and what God wills must take 
place. In answer to this, we remark, that God has 
nowhere revealed, that it is his decretive and efficient 
will, that all men shall be saved. As the first Chris- 
tians among the Jews and Gentiles, in the days of the 
Apostles, might doubt whether it was their duty to 
pray for those rulers and others who were openly 
aod decidedly opposed to the Gospel, therefore 
the Apostle expressly exhorted them to do it. And 
the reason for thus exhorting them to pray for all 
men was, “ This is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
The idea is, that God is willing that all men should 
be saved; for this is the import of the original 
word, not that God absolutely and efficiently wills 
the salvation of all men; but he is willing that all 
sorts of men, all classes and denominations of 
men, both among the Jews and Gentiles, should 
be saved. And therefore we must pray for their 
good, that they may be willing to be saved ; for, 
unless men are willing, it is impossible that they 
should be saved, But this is no manner of proof 
that all men will actually be saved, any more than 
it is, that all men do actually cease from sin, be- 
cause God wills that they should, and actually com- 
mands them to sin no more. “God is not willing 
any should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” But they do not all repent, conse- 
quently they are not all saved from perishing. “I 
have no pleasure in the death (saith the Lord,) of 
him that dieth.” And yet the same sinner dieth, 
as is evident from the very sentence in which God 
says, he has no pleasure in his death. The mean- 
ing then must be, that God does not take any plea- 
sure in the death or misery of a sinner. consider- 
ed in itself; but yet, it may be necessary for God 
to destroy the wicked. 

Christ is said to have been given as a ransom for 
all—to be a propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world—to have tasted death for every man—to 
have died for all—and to be the Saviour of all 
men, especially of those that believe. But none 
of these passages, nor any other in the Bible, give 
the least support to the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation, so long as any human soul has died in un- 
belief, without complying with the terms of the 
gospel. If there is one soul now in hell, lifting up 
his eyes in torment, the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation is evidently false. And yet, it may be true, 
that Christ is the Saviour of all men, for, besides 
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him there is no Saviour, and without his media- 
tion there could have been no temporal salvation, 
nor space for repentance granted to mankind. No 
book could have been written more expressly 
against the doctrine of Universal Salvation, than 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, who says, 
“He that believeth not shall be damned,” end 
“ shall not see life.” John iii. 36. 

7. But another way in which Universalists at- 
tempt to establish their doctrine, is by endeavour- 
ing to show that the nature and design of all pun- 
ishment is for the good of the punished. But when 
Christ said, “‘ These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment,” be did not give the least intimation 
it was for their good. The wrath of God poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indigna- 
tion, and given to men to drink, cannot be intend- 
ed for their good ; nor caa it have a tendency to 
reform the wicked, who drink of his cup; the 
tendency is certainly to harden them, and to re- 
duce them to utter despair. Surely a state of dark- 
ness without light—a state of misery without mer- 
cy—and a state of unmixed wrath, cannot be a 
probationary state. A state where repentance 
is impossible—where there is no more sacri- 
fice for sin—nor any forgiveness, cannot be a 
state of probation for heaven. And besides, it is 
certain that all punishment cannot be designed for 
the good of the punished ; for some punishment is 
designed to put the wicked out of the way of do- 
ing mischief, and to be a terror to restrain others. 

8. But in order to make sure of salvation for all 
men if possible, or rather to deceive themselves 
with the hopes of happiness, the Universalists de- 
ny, that the phrase translated everlasting punish- 
ment means endless punishment. By doing this, 
however, they deny also the endless duration of 
the happiness of the righteous ; for the same ori- 
ginal Greek word is applied to the happy state of 
the righteous, as to the miserable state of the wick- 
ed, to mark its duration. And there is no evidence 
that the one will be any longer nor shorter than 
the other. The word aion or aionos properly sig- 
nifies always being ; and when it is properly and 
literally used, it denotes that the subject to which 
it is applied, shall continue without end. And so 
everlasting punishment méans punishment with- 
out end, or punishment always beiag. This is the 
literal and proper meaning of the word aionios, as 
understood by the best Greek writers, hundreds of 
years before the New Testament was first written. 
Sometimes indeed, this word is applied to things 
which will have an end; but then, it is only when 
the things are of long duration, and the time of 





their end is anknown. The ancient heathens 
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sometimes used the word aion to denote the world 
itself; the reason was, they supposed that this 
world was from eternity, and would continue with- 
out end We may notice that the Greek phrase, 
Eis tous aionas ton aionon, which is commonly} Again, Mr. K. says, “The idea is, that Gog 
translated for ever and ever, is made use of by the | willing that all men should be saved ; for this is 
sacred writers to show, that the subject to which the import of the original word ; not that God 
it is applied shall continue during the existence ve Ny and ¢ ficiently wills the salvation of all mey 


a word of no meaning—a non-descript, to evade 
the positive declaration of an apostle! We be. 
lieve this age is too enlightened to Countenance 
this wicked proceeding. ; 


is 


the present world and the world to come. Thus 
when the smoke of the torment of the wicked is 
said to ascend up for ever and ever, it means as 


but he is willing that all sorts of men, &e. shon\) 
be saved!” Now we declare, that Mr.K. is eithe, 
ignorant of the Greek, or else he wilfully (i. ¢. « 9) 


long as this present world shai! continue, and the | solutely and efficiently, to use his own phraseo\ 
world to come, that is, from eternity to eternity, | gy,) misrepresents the matter! Proof—See &, HRe- 
or without end. And to confirm the truth of this, | ver Lexicon— Orrets, &e. volo. Ordxua, arc,, 
other passages of Scripture plainly show, that the | ro, voluntas, &c. See Ainsw. Lat. & Gr. Dict — 
wicked at death will be so fixed and confirmed in| Volo, (1.) To be willing, (2.) To wish, to desire, 
their wickedness, that it will be necessary to con-|(3.) To mgan or pEsIGN, (4.) To wish one well, tg 
tinue their punishment without end. The Judge | favour. Voluntas, &c. (1.) Will, desire, (2.) Gong. 
of quick and dead, will say at the day of judgment, | will, affection, (3.) Sense, meaning, (4.) A witt or 
* He that is unjust let him be unjust still, and he|Testamenr.” 1 Tim. ii. 4. Orre. Eph. i. 11, 
that is filthy let him be filthy still.” And Christ, |“ Who worketh all things after the counsel of bis 
speaking of the punishment of the wicked, in the | own will,” @Ocguatos. Heb. x. 7. “1 come to do 
fire that never shall be quenched, says, “ Ev ery | thy will, O God,” Orrgpo. Ver. 10. “By the 
one shall be salted with fire.” This denotes, that which will we are sanctified,” Ordrnpar:. |; ap- 
every ove of the wicked shall be fixed in a state | pears that Paul thought God’s will “ absolute and 
of wickedness and misery. For it is not in the | efficient.” Mr. K., however, is of a different opi- 
nature of salt to restore any corrupted thing, but lnion'!! Reader, Paul and Mr. K. are before you 
to fix any thing in that state, in which it was when | Take your choice! “ You cannot serve God and 
the salt was applied to it.” mammon.” 

REMARKS. Quere. Can any being have a will, and at the 

If it were not a lamentable fact, that some per- | same time not desire, but be indifferent ? 

sons are, almost unaccountably, deluded and led | Mr. K. in his remarks relative to the will of God, 
astray by the mere imposition of M. A. fastened negatively and positively considered, has unwit- 
to a name, we should net say one word relative tingly committed himself, beyond the possibility 
to Mr. K.’s sixth paragraph 





His reasoning is of escape. He has acknowledged that the death, 
ebildishly evasive, and puerile beyond description. | perishing, &c. of the wicked, is not according to 
Reader, we appeal to you—Cun you conceive of| the will of God. Now, Mr. K., be so kind as to 
a decrelive will, or decree, and a will or deeree | tel] us what is according to the will of God? You, 
which is not deeretive ?* Did you ever hear, or| Sir, must admit that God's (absolute and efficient) 
can you tell the origin of the authority which is| will is, that they who die and perish, shall be sav- 
assumed by men, in our day, of foisting (ronGiNG) | ed, ao$%vat, (restored) or, that God has no wil! nor 
new words, undefined by any Lexicographer, and i desire, nor design, relative to them ; but is abso- 
‘iving them a meaning, rather by insinuation than | 

y definition, and for no other possible purpose, 
mat to deceive al! who will bow to the exalted ab- 
reviation, “A. M.” 


lutely indifferent. If ever poor man was taken in 


his own snare, Mr. K. is!!! We ask him if the doc- 
| rine of Universal Salvation was false when David 
Every honest man in the|and Jonah were in hell? We leave it for him to 
‘ommunity, without regard to his particular reli- j explain how unbelievers shall be damned, (accord- 
ious opinions, is in duty bound, as a good citizen, | ing to his plan, endess/y) and, at the same time, God 
o frown indignantly upon every attempt at decep- | conclude them in unbelief that he might have mer- 


ion, however dig’ ‘fied, in their own opinion, the 
criminals may be! Look at this man’s reasoning. 
Reasoning, did we say? Look at his crimival per- 
versions! “ But the Universalists say, that God 
will have all men to be. saved,” &e. Universalists 
say this, it is true; and an inspired apostle declares 
it! Mr. K. says, “In answer to this we remark, 
that God has nowhere revealed, that it is his de- 
cretive will,” &c. Reader, what is your opinion 
of this shuffling’? For a clergyman to introduce 


* We conjecture, by deeretire is meant a pur- 
pose or intention, such as we suppose any beip 
to have when he wishes or wills apy thing. 


cy upon them ? See Rom. xi. 32. 

His quotation from John iii. 36. “ He that be- 
lieveth not the Son, shall not see life,” &c. we re- 
mark, is truth. Those whom God has concluded 
in unbelief, “ shall not see life,” so long as their 
unbelief cortinues. But, when “ God shail destroy 
the covering cast over all people,” agreeably to 
Isa. xxv. then “ Thy dead shall live, my dead body 
shall they arise,” &c. xxvi. 19. 

Mr. K.’s seventh paragraph is blasphemous. We 





plead guilty to the charge, that “ Universalists at- 
tempt to establish their doctrine by endeavouring 


r to show, that the nature and design of puuisbmeut 
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for the good of the punished.” We did this effec-| Articles 8s Tew are wanting in this passage. Better 
ally in our 22d Number, p. 171, Col. 1. im our) Greek scholars than Mr. K., and of more liberal 
“vwtion from Heb. which declares, that God) minds, (not universalists, by the way,) have ren- 
hastens ys that we may be “ partakers of bis holi-| dered Rey. xx. 10, “ pay and sient, for the aczs 
ly words have any meaning, this is con-| of the aces.” And xiv. 11, For aces of aces,” &e. 
ave. Mr. K., however, cannot agree with Unfortunately for Mr. K's hypothesis, the words day 
Mr. K. must acknowledge, that, according to| and night occur in both passages. He must, there- 
, hypothesis, God is not good to all; neither are | fore, admit that day and night succeed each othet 
ender mercies over all his works! Of his quo-| after time shall be no more, and through the waste- 
from Matt. xxv. 46. “ Depart, ye cursed, into| ages of eternity, or confess, that his for ever and 
fire,” &c. more hereafter. ever is confined to this mode of existence. The 
In his eighth paragraph, alluding to the word| duration of the beast, is limited to 42 months; 
ydered everlasting, as above quoted, le observes,} which, considered as prophetic times, amounts to 


nes 
I 


ul 


is 


b 
5 
{ 
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ation 


ever lasting 


re 


“The word aion or aionios, properly signifies al- 
ways being, &c. Now we have Mr. K.’s own word 
header, we will give you better authority. 

(. xiii, 39, we read “ The harvest is the end 
world.’ The word aionos is here rendered 

world. You have the testimony of Christ that this 
word does not mean “ always being.” The 40th v. 
is the same ; aionos rendered world! In Matt. xxiv. 
3, the disciples of Christ ask him “ What shall be 
the sign of the end of the aionos,” translated world / 
Christ informs them, v. 34, that “/hal generation 


ot luc 





only 1260 years! Mr. K., speaking of Matt. xxv. 
46. would have it that onE aion means for ever! 
According to his rule, the declarations in Rey. xx. 
10, being both plural, must mean a number of for 
evers! We should be pleased to have the learned 
gentleman, or any of his admirers or coadjutors, 
define the Greek words, and afterward, as the say- 
ing is, stick to their text. We are of opinion, they 
would “ find trouble and sorrow.” 

Again, Mr. K. committed himself, from neces- 
sity, when he introduced the word aionos, and de- 


should not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” | fined it to mean an unlimited time ; as we have 
For ever ends, therefore, in a generation! Relative | already proved, by giving the Lord Jesus Christ's 
to the opinion of the definition of the word aion, | definition of ihe word, and limitation of it to that 
the celebrated Aristotle, more than 2000 years ago, | generation. 

declared, that more ancient Greek writers than} When Mr. K. will prove that it is the purpose of 
himself, called the time of each person's life his| Deity to make men miserable in another mode of 
aion. existence, posterior to this life, &c. and produce his 

Mr. K., with what intention we shall leave the | Fis tous aionas ton aionon, coupled with that de- 

reader to judge, introduces ets #8 avwvas Tar awww | clared purpose, &c. his Eis tous aionas ton aionon 
from Rev. xx. 10. by saying, “The Greek phrase | commencing with the commencement of another 
Fis tous aionas lon atonon, which is commonly | mode of existence, posicrior to the present, then, 
translated for ever and ever, is made use of by the! but not till then, shall we acknowledge that his 
Sacred Writers to show, that the subject to which hypothesis is fruth ; or that he is suecessful in his 
it is applied shall continue during the existence of | attempts at criticisms of the Greek language, 
the present world, and the world to come. Thus | Kc. &c. 

when the smoke of the torments of the wicked is} The conclusion of Mr. K.’s last paragraph, is ex- 
said to ascend for ever and ever, it means as long} tra evidence of his ignorance and presumption. 
as this present world shall continue, and the world | Now be it known unto all men, that we challenge 
to come; that is, to eternity, or without end,” &c.| the whole host of unbelievers in the Salvation of 
We repeat it, the reader shall judge of the inten- God, and believers in endless misery, whether Cal- 
tion of Mr. K. We, however, shall take the liber- vinists, Hopkinsians, or Arminians, and whether 
ty to advise the Reverend Mr. John Kelly, Master! M. A.’s. or D. D.’s, &c. to disprove our premiss, 
of Arts, &e. to read his Greek Testament with that the Day or Juncmenr is the Gospel dispensa- 
more attention, before he again presumes to eome tion, NOW, and not, as they pretend, posterior to 
forward with his Greek criticisms! The reader, this mode of existence, and after the destruction 
we are confident, will agree with us in acknow- | of this material earth by fire, &c. 

— the expediency of this advice, when he| Note—Mr. K.’s project of salting the wicked 
considers that the Greek phrase, which Mr. K. says with fire, to preserve them in their wickedness, is 
is “commonly translated for ever and ever,” &c.| attended with some difficulty. Under the Mosaic 
is not once used to designate the term of punish- | economy, the sacrifices were all offered with sadt. 
went ot any of the human race, but only of the | These sacrifices were typical of the great Sacrifice 
devil, the beast, and the false prophet!!! (in the | offered by Christ, our Priest. John told the Pha- 
singular.) We will do Mr. K. the justice to express | risees, who were denoininated a generation of vi- 
an opiniou, that had he been privy to this fact, he| pers, that the Saviour should “ baptize them with 
would have said nothing about Eis tous aionas, &e.| the Holy Spirit, and with fire.” Now according 

In Rev. xiv. 11. it may be objected, that a simi-| to Mr. K.’s doctrine, the baptism of Christ, so fae 
lar phraseology is used with xx. 10., &c. namely,| from cleansing the subject of it, will preserve him 
5 Guanes giowar. It will be observed, that the! in all his sins and impurities. Let it be remem- 
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bered, that the sacrifice was not salted to preserve | three manifestations in ove Person, as sou! 
it, for it was immediately consumed by fire upon | and operation form but one man. 


ming Fire,” will consume and destroy, by his Spi 
rit, Love, the “ wickedness of the wicked !” 


» Yody, 
the altar! Consequently, “our God being aconsu-} I believe in One God, and think the Scripture 


-| language on this subject is too direct to be misun. 
derstood by an attentive reader.—“ Hear, 0 Isree! 


Those who consider the word avavov, translated | the Lord thy God is one Lord,” “ Thou shait wor. 


eternal and everlasting, in Matt. xxv. 46, as mea 


-|ship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 


suring the happiness of the righteous, in a future | serve,” “Thou shalt have no other Gods betors 
state, ere requested to read Isa. liv. 10. “For the} me,” &c. &c. In fact, no one truth seems to 
mountains (the aionion mountains) shall depart, &c. | so frequently exhibited in the sacred Writing, ns 


but my kindness shall not depart,” &c. 
FE 


For rue Gosprt HeRarp. 


Mr. Edilor—i have been for some time a reader 
of your Publication, and finding your columns 
open to different denominations of Christians, have 
taken the liberty to present you the following let- 


the unity of God, and no error is more Cautiously 
guarded against, than divided worship. Your ow, 
author too, the learned and pious Dr. Adam Clarke 
has very pertinently observed, “to suppose Pa 
Supreme Beings, is equally absurd, as to admit of 
two universes or two infinite ideas.” Is not , 
person a being? and if there are really, as you 


ter, with the hope that it will be equally accepta- any, Gees paves te Ge Godhead, in the proper 
ble to the person to whom it is addressed, as if he sense of the word, are there not indeed three sy. 


had only seen it in manuscript. Its insertion in 
the Gospel Herald will confer a favour on 

An Inquirer after Truth, 

Cc. M. T. 

To the Author of a Pamphlet, entitled “ An Im- 

partial Investigation of the Nature and Tenden- 

cy of the Unitarian Doctrines.” 

Sim—I was a little surprised, after the plain and 

positive assertion of my belief in the Supreme 
Divinity of the blessed Redeemer, which was 
more than once made in your presence, that 
you should think it necessary to put into my hands 
a publication, whose object seems to be the sup- 
port of that sentiment, for the avowed purpose of 
correcting my views on the subject. However, as 
you have requested my opinion of your pamphlet, 
you will not, I hope, be offended, should that opi- 
nion be expressed with plainness and candour. 

As I have no partiality for what are called the 
Unitarian Doctrines, 1 shall not spend much time 
in examining the force of your arguments against 
them. I perfectly coincide with you with respect 
to the nature and tendency of those doctrines, 
that they rob the Divine Redeemer of his essen- 
tial glory, and contradict the plain and positive de- 
clarations of Scripture. Nevertheless, Sir, I see 
in them less discrepancy and inconsistency than 
is discoverable in your system of tripersonality. 

It is certainly more reasonable to suppose the 
Saviour of the world a “‘ divinely inspired Messen- 
ger,” than to consider him as forming only a part 
of that triple Deity for which you contend. 

Passing hastily over that part of your pamphlet, 
in which you have successfully demonstrated the 
doctrine for which I contend, viz. the essential 
Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, I proceed to 
consider, more at large, your arguments in favour 
of the tripersonality of God. 

And here, Sir, permit me to remark, that no 
person can be a more conscientious believer in the 
Trinity than myself: but by trinity, I do not 
mean three distiact, yet uudivided existences, but 


preme Existences? But let us examine, if yoy 
please, your arguments in support of this doe. 
trine in their order. 

First, You tell your readers, and many of them, 
no doubt, not having, like yourself, the advantage 
of reading the Scriptures in the original, are very 
much indebted to your learned criticisms—you 
tell your readers, Sir, that the word Elohim, tran. 
slated in the first chapter of Genesis God, con. 
veys the idea of three. I hope, Sir, you have not 
intended to misrepresent, and I can easily be- 
lieve, that in the heat of argument, you did not 
reflect on what you were asserting ; but I appeal 
to any Hebrew scholar, if the word is uot simply 
plural, without any reference to numbers. It is 
the plural absolute, and may as properly be ap- 
plied tu twenty as to three ; so that your argument, 
if it proves any thing, proves more than you de- 
sire. 

You next quote this expression—“ Let us make 
man.” Gen. i. 26. It is a good rule, Sir, to un- 
derstand the Scripture, by comparing it with it- 
self; take, therefore, the following as a comment, 
“So God created man in His Own (not their 
own) image.” There is no difficulty in understand- 
ing these passages, however, if we keep in view, 
that a trinity does really exist in the Divine cha- 
racter. 

Your quotation frem a Jewish Rabbi is not en- 
titled to much remark, inasmuch as it cannot be 
supposed, that Simeon ben Joachi, if he really 
believed in the existence of three persons in the 
Godhead, included the Lord Jesus Christ as one 
them. ButI can perceive no allusion whatever to 
personality in his remark. He says, “ There are 
three degrees, and each degree by itself alone, and 
yet, notwithstanding they are all one, and formed 
together in one, and not divided from each other.” 
Indeed, Sir, you are welcome to all that can be 
proved from this quotation. 

You next tell us that the Hindoos represent the 
Deity by a figure having one body and three {a- 
ces, and that the Indians suppose the Great Spirit 
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to exist in three persons, “ Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost. With respect to the former, I can very rea- 

dily conceive, that the received idéa of the Trini 

ty was originally derived from pagan superstition. 

Among rude nations, there has ever existed a 
propensity to multiply the objects of worship ; 
and even enlightened Greece and Rome, in the 
height of their glory and power, acknowledged a 
wultiplicity of deities. But will any man in his 
senses seriously attempt to prove a plurality of 
Gods, because the Greeks and Romans were of 
that belief? It is not the god Brahma, Sir, whose 
character we are endeavouring to elucidate, nor 
can I conceive what bearing the mythology of the 
Hindoos can have on the belief of a Christian, 
who duly values the Revelation of Jehovah. 

Equally remote from our purpose are the opi- 
nions of our aboriginal brethren. I profess 
very little acquaintance with Indian manners or 
opinions ; and your assertion, that “they believe 
in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,” is quite 
new to me. I have understood, however, that 
they sometimes offer a propitiatory worship to 
evil spirits, and I beg to know, if you consider 
them as any part of the trio ? 

«Js it possible,” you ask, p. 15. “ that an uncir- 
cumcised Jew in heart, an idolatrous Hindoo, or 
a poor pagan Indian, can have such clear and con- 
sistent views of the Trinity, and yet a body of peo- 
ple, born and brought up in this enlightened age, 
possess such confused and very erroneous ideas 
concerning it ?” 

Pray, Sir, what do you mean by “ clear and 
consistent views?” Is it “ clear and consistent” 
to represent the Divine Being with one body and 
three heads, like the Hindoos ? or to worship evil 
spirits, like our Indians ? Or do you call the ideas 
of your learned friend, Simeon ben Joachi, who 
altogether rejects the Messiah, consistent ? 

The doctrine I profess to believe needs no such 
“ foreign aid” of argument ; it is found in the pa- 
ges of Divine truth, and appeals to no autho- 
rity drawn from the writings of a Jew, or the 
mythology of a pagan. You have abundantly 
proved that Jesus Christ is really and essentially 
God: you very justly remark, “ He existed be- 
fore be assumed our flesh,’’ “He is the Creator, 
and Preserver of all things,’ “He is God the Fa- 
ther,” “He is the everlasting Father,” “He is 
the almighty and all-wise God.” All this, Sir, I 
very cheerfully admit, and presume you will be 

equally ready to concede that “ He is the Onty 
Gop.” 

This is the only conclusion that can be drawn 
from your premisses ; for, if the Lord Jesus Christ 
is really and truly God, and there is but Onr Gop, 
then the Lord Jesus Christ is the Onty Gop. 

Why then should Christians resort to the wnin- 
telligible jargon of human creeds, when the Scrip 
tures are so clear and consistent on this subject ? 
Why contend for the terms trinity and person, 
whea neither of them are ever applied to Deity 
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in the Sacred Writings’ Alas, Sir, Christian cha- 
rity must have lost its influence in the heart of 
that man, who could make the belief of his 
own creed a condition of salvation. Speaking 
of the doctrine of the Trinity, you say, “The 
truth is, we cannot be saved without believ- 
ing it.’ When I read this sentence, I could not 
forbear to utter a spontaneous expression of 
gratitude and praise to God, that he had not made 
you an umpire in this question. Blessed be God, 
he has not imposed the belief of any dogma as a 
condition of salvation. He does not say, Believe 
in the doctrine of the Trinity, but “believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

I know the usual language on this subject is, that 
the union of three persons in one God, is a mys- 
tery, which we are bound to believe, because it is 
revealed ; but according to my simple ideas on 
the subject, there does not appear to be much of 
mystery init. God is One, and exists in One Per- 
son, but he has been pleased to manifest himself to 
the world under three distinct characters—the Fa- 
ther, the all-begetting Divinity—the Son, the Di- 
vine Humanity, and the Holy Spirit, the Divine 
proceeding principle or operation. This is truly a 
trinity in unity, and this is my sincere and earnest 
belief. Iam aware that some objections may be 
urged to it, and among the most prominent, is the 
idea of a vicarious atonement. If Jesus Christ be 
really Jehovah of Hosts, how is it possible that he 
could mediate between man and Himself? The 
doctrine of a vicarious satisfaction is no part of 
my creed. I have more exalted thoughts of the 
mission of the Incarnate God on earth, than to 
suppose it was merely intended to propitiate the 
Father of the Universe toward his offending crea- 
tures. It was to provide a medium of access 
through the human to the Divine nature, to open 
the communication, which sin had closed, between 
man and his Maker, and render salvation for ever 
possible to all men. For this, Divine Truth, which 
isthe Word of God, was clothed in humanity, that 
being accommodated to the state and perception 
of mankind, God, who was before 

“ To us invisible, or dimly seen 

* In these his lower works,”’ 
might be known, approached, and fur ever adored 
in his Divixe Homan Form. 

I hope, Sir, I have now convinced you, that I 
believe in the proper and essential Divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that hereafter you will do 
me the justice to say so. 1 seek not to obfrude my 
sentiments, but have felt it my indispensable duty 
to comply with your request in giving my opinion 
of your pemphblet ; and though we may differ much 
in opinion, | cannot reciprocate that feeling which 
assigns eternal misery to all who are unhappily in 
error. 

In the regions of the blessed, if we can look 
back upon the vicissitudes of our pilgrimage, we 





shall view in their true light the bickerings which 


, have interrupted our progress, and be able to dis- 
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cern “ what mannerof spirit we are of,” and whence 
it is, that little differences of opinion have attained 
to suchimportance with men. Then, if there could 
be shame in heaven, we should be ashamed of 
that narrowness of mind, which too often leads to 
an assumption of the province of the Almigh- 
ty. He who made us can alone judge our hearts. 
Let us be careful then, how we invade the rights 
of God, by pronouncing sentence upon any man, 
or body of men, who may chance to differ from 
us, remembering the severe rebuke of our Saviour 
to his disciples, when they “found one casting out 
devils, and forbade him, because he followed not 
with them.” 
Wishing you all the happiness to be derived from 
the belief of the truth as it is in Jesus, 


I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 


C. M. T. 
— 


Questions ToucninG CALVINISM. 

To the Reverend Doctors and Messieurs, prea- 
chers of, and advocates for, the doctrine of Cal- 
vinistic Plection and Reprobation, we send these 
preseuts greeting ; and respectfully request them 
to answer the following questions. 

It is contended by you, that the words all and 
every, as used in the Scriptures, do not mean the 
whole. To prove this, you quote Mark i. 6. 
« And there went out unto him all the land of 
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Mark i.? If you cannot, please to show yo 
rity for limiting the words. 

You say that Christ did not die for the world 
for all men ; but only for the elect, a part. We 
have produced fourteen declarations that Chr. 
died for the world! Can you prove all of then 
false? If you cannot, it follows that you are fal, 
wilnesses, and the witness of God is true. ; 

Can you produce so much as one declaration th»: 
Christ did not die for the world, all men? {i hot, 
how dare you, in the face of fourteen positive de 
clarations to the contrary, declare that be did not 
die for the world ? 

The Scripture declares, Ps. Ixxxvi. 9. « 41) na- 
tions whom thou hast made shall come and Wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 
name.” You declare that only a few shall come 
We ask you for your authority for denying this de 
claration ? 

An apostle, speaking of Jesus Christ, says. 
“ Whom the heaven must receive, until the tienes 
of restitution of ali things, which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, since tie 
world began.” Acts iii. 21. Did you ever speak 
of the “restitution of all things?” If not, can it 
be possible that you are God's prophets ? 

The Scripture declares, Ps. ix. 17. “ The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, all the nations that forzet 
God.” “If hell is posterior to this life, and, as you 
contend, a place of endless misery, how can “ ail 


UP autho. 





Jadea, and they of Jerusalem, and were ali bap- 
tized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing | 
their sins.” To prove that the word all in this! 
passage does not mean the whole of those spoken 
of, you quote a passage speaking of this transac- 
tion, which says that there were some who were 
not baptized. 


| nations worship before God ?” If hell is future, &e 


how was David delivered from it? He said, “ Thou 
hast delivered my soul from the lowest ner. 
And Jonah, who declared, “ Out of the belly of 


hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.” 


How can hell and the devil exist without end 


It is presumed it will be admit-| agreeably to your faith, when it is declared of 


ted, that there can be only three possible ways | Christ, that he was manifested, “that through death 


of understanding or applying this word all. Name- 


he might destroy him that had the power of death, 


ly—that it means all wniversally—or that it never | that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through 


means all—or, that it sometimes means all, and 
sometimes a part, and that the context to the pas- 
sages where it is used must decide the question, 
and define the meaning of the word. You must 
confess, that you would not have known that ail, 

en of in Marki. did not go and be baptized, | t 
‘had you not read in another place, that there were 
some who did nol go. t 


fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage?” Heb. ii. 14. 


—<——— 
To tHe Epsror or tae Gosret Herarp 
Sir—Some weeks since it was understood that 
he Rev. Mr. Somers, of Troy, intimated to a 


congregation to which he had been preaching, 


hat if any believer in the infinife mercy of God, 


We read, Heb. ii. 9. “ But we see Jesus, who/or in other terms, any Universalist, felt himself 
was made a little lower than the angels, for the| aggrieved at what he had advanced, he was both 


suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour, 


ready and willing to meet such a person, aud 


that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for | prove his assertions by Scripture and reason. 


every man.” 1 Tim. ii. 4, 6. “Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge 


The above circumstance is considered of some 










of the truth. 
to be testified in due time. 1 John ii. 2. “ And he 
is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the whole world.” Can you, 
gentlemen, produce from the context to these pas- 
sages, any thing to limit the words all, every, and 
whole, ef the purport of that which you can pro- 
duce from the context to the passage quoted from 


consequence among the religious public ,; and un- 


Who gave himself a ransom for ali| derstanding a meeting has taken place, we think 


we have aright to know the result. T. 
ANSWER. 

Relative to Mr. Somers's declaration to a con- 

gregation, to whom he had been preaching, we 

know nothing. Mr. 5. in consequence of declar- 

ing to a believer in the iruth, that “If any Uni- 

versalist bad any thing to say to Lim, ke would be 
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fund, &e. at No. 29 Nassau-street,”’ &c. was wait- 
ed upon, and after some circumlocution, agreed to 
meet and converse as an inquiring friend, but not 
.s a controversialist. Mr. S. on meeting the Uni- 
versalists, declined any conversation of a religious 
pature, unless all present would obligate them- 
celyes to keep the conversation asecrel! It is due 
1) Mr.S. and the Universalists, to say, that the 
Has ting would not have taken place, had not the 
Rev. gentleman manifested a desire for the en- 
-ounter, and been in the habit of intimating his 
extraordinary powers at confutation. Our corres- 
yondent is farther informed, that the Universalists 
have no objection to gratify the public with an 
account of the meeting, &c. when Mr. Somers 
shall release them from their promise of secresy! 
i 


« Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without 
knowledge 2” 

An anonymous publication, by some person pre- 
tending to be a“Friend of truth,” entitled “ An im- 
partial Investigation of the nature and tendency of 
the Unitarian doctrine ;” ina pamphlet form, recent- 
ly appeared. A Methodist preacher is the writer of 
this pamphlet, which concludes as follows—“ When 
they have changed their belief to that of Univer- 
saL SatvaTion, we shall then contend with them 
about the elernity of future punishment, and not 
before!” We think the writer decamped with a 
pretty good grace! It is our opinion that every 
Methodist would be well satisfied with the time al- 
lotted by the Unitarians to the damned, in their 
hell, which they make future, provided they were 
to endure the suffering! But, as all Methodists are 
to go to heaven, they would like to accommodate 
their neighbours with a longer period than they 
would relish themselves. 

Among other absurdities, we notice the follow- 
ing—“ As sinners, we must be saved from all sin in 
this life»or else perish for ever in that which is to 
come.” Again“ The atonement is now made. 
Christ has reconciled God to us, but we are not re- 
conciled fe him.” And to prove this, adds, “ For if 
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life !!!” 

Vote—This writer having confuted himself, has 
saved us the trouble. 

a 
Calvinism in a Strait. 

The Rev Mr. Van Velsan, on Sunday last, in- 
troduced the following passages, &c. “ He that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned—The wicked shall be 
turned into hell; all the nations that forget God,” 
and remarked, (alluding to our last Number) 14 
declarations are quoted, to prove that Christ died 
for all the world, and asking, Who will believe them 
in the face of these testimonies? arswered— 
“None but a simpleton !!!” 

He defined Acts iii. 21. “Whom the heavens 
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things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began,” to 
mean that the wicked should be turned into Hell, 
all the nations that forget God!” This, he said, was 
their restitution ! He said the word restitution was 
different trom the word restoration, &c. We recom- 
mend to Mr. Van V. to read Ex. xxii. 5. “If a man 
shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and shall 
put in his beast, and shall feed in another man’s 
field, of the best of his own field, and of the best 
of his own vineyard, shall he make RestTiTUTION.” 
The word rendered restitulion in Acts iii. 21. is 
anonatastacéews—in pristinam forman, vel statum, 
restitulio: that is, “ A rebuilding, or making good, 
into the original form,” &&. When God made man, 
he pronounced him good. Therefore, when the times 
of restitution of all things shall arrive, all men will 
be rebuilt in the original form, and made good! 
Will Mr. Van V. send good men to his hell? We 
think he will then (as much as he is now incensed) 
be ashamed. 

It is our opinion, and we believe the opinion of 
a large majority of the public, that the Rev. Gen- 
tleman is in duty bound to muster courage, and 
answer us in form, or have the modesty to keep 
silent!!! 

it must be matter of rejoicing to the friends of 
truth, to consider that Calvinism is rapidly decli- 
ning. Numbers in this city are helting in their 
march of absurdity, and even its bravest support- 
ers cannot muster courage to defend it publicly, 
beyond the precincts of their own pulpits!!! 

a 
SPIRITUAL INCENDIARIES., 

The Pamphlet from which the following is ex- 
tracted, with other impious trash, is now hawked 
about the streets of this city, and sold, for the “love 
of God,” (money) to edify the aged, warn the young, 
and prove the endless wreichedness of infants! !!! 
Heaven, in mercy, grant, that the voice of the Peo- 
ple, trumpet tongued, may blast every unhallowed 
effort of religious disorganizers, and put a final pe- 
riod to the rage and impositions of fanatics and 
persecutors. 

WONDERFUL ACCOUNT, Kec. 
Of the Conversion of Hannan Coy, aged 9 years. 

One day she came to her mother and said, Dear 
mother, where do you think God is? O! said her 
mother, you must not talk about God, he is an in- 
finite holy Being, and we must not talk about him. 
O! my dear mamma, said she, / have seenhim ; he 
is in heaven, and there I saw Jesus Christ on the 
right hand of God, &c. He took me to the place, 
mamma, that you have told me of so often, which 
is the world of hell, and there I saw the dreadful 
distress of muillitudes of poor souls in misery, 
much worse than mamma used to tell me of : there 
I saw the devil, and a dreadful looking place it is, 
he has got dreadful claws, with long nails, and he 
tried, with all his might, to get hold of me to pull 
me into that dreadful place, but Christ prevented. 





must receive until the times of restitutien of all 


Her mother asked her if she saw any wfanis in 
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wert? She said she saw some that were smaller 
than she was, &c.! ! ! 

Christ told me to return back, and to tell my fa- 
ther and mother what I had seen ; and tell my fa- 
ther that he must carry me to our minis/er, and I 
must fell the minister ail that I had seen, and that 
he must come to my daddy’s and preach the gospel. 

—~—s0s-- 

To the Rev. Hooper Cumming, D. D. of Avzany. 

Sir,—I last week received, through the polite- 
ness of a friend, a copy of your book, entitled “ The 
Christian's Vape Mecum; by Hoorer Cummine, 
A. M. Pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church in 
the City of Albany,” &c. Printed and published by 
E. & E. Hosrorp, No 100 Stare-streer.” 18 
mo. pp. 227. In this book you attempted to con- 
fute the doctrine of the “Restitution OF aLL 
Taines, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began ;” 
(Acts iii. 21.) and called upon Universalists to an- 
swer, &c. Be assured, Sir, that your book would 
have been effectually answered before this day, 
had it been seen! As you have expressed your 
opinion, that “ Our translators appear not to have 
been aware that, in any succeeding age, a class of 
men would be so pREsUMPTUOUS as to allempt fo in- 
struct their fellow-mortals in the knowiedge of the 
Scriptures, while urterty 1GNorant of the lan- 

guages in which they were originally given to the 
world,” we assure you, Sir, that we “ are not so 
uiterly ignorant of the languages,” &c. but that we 
shall be able to examine all your quotations from 
the original, and to propose some others for your 
serious consideration ! These remarks are made, | 
not from vanity, but to do away any objection a| 
gentleman of your very erfraord:nary powers and | 
profundity of wisdom might have, to answering 
those, whom you are pleased to consider “ ufterly 
ignorant,” &c. You, Sir, may therefore take it for 
granted, that we shall defend the doctrines we ad- 
vocate, prove the absurdity and contradiction of 
those advocated by our opponents ; and, in par- 
ticular, notice your slanders, misconstructions, 
&e. and exhibiting the truth and recommending it 
to the acceptance of all men, point out inconsist- 
encies in your faith and doctrine, which, we are 
confident, you, Sir, with all your wisdom, will 
never be able to reconcile to your own conscience, 
nor to the consciences and understanding of your 
parishioners. 

With suitable respect, yours, &c. 
Tue Eprror. 
a 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

The Rev. gentleman who recently forwarded us 
a manuscript (intended, we presume, for a com- 
munication,) from Connecticut, is informed, that 

if his MS. contained more fruth and argument, and 
less falsehood and abuse, it should be published! 

To convince him that we do not decline publish- 
ing his MS. witha view to avoid any supposed diffi- 
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that his MS. is open for private inspection - and 
that he can have it by asking for it. If he wit) nti 
it of its objectionable phraseology, he may strengty. 
en his arguments by a concentration of the whole 
talents and learning of the sect to which he profes. 
ses to belong, and we will then publish it, and prove 
his inconsistency in argument, and blindness 1, 
the truths of the Scriptures of the inspiration of Gy, 


—_-————— 

4 New Title—Iin the London Quarterly R». 
view for April, there is a review of “ The Works 
of the Rev. William Huntington, S.S.” My 5 
deigns to let his readers know what is meant by 
the addition of the emblematical initials, S. s 

“You know, says he, we clergy are very fond 
of titles of honour; some are called Lords Spir' 
tual, though we have no such Lords but in the per. 
son of the ever-blessed Trinity: others are named 
Doctors of Divinity, and Prebends, though God 
gives no such titles ; therefore, I cannot consciey. 
tionsly add D. D. to my function, though some 
hundreds have been spiritually healed under my 
ministry ; nor have I fourteen pounds to spare, ¢o 
buy the dissenting title of D.D. Being thus cir. 
cwnstanced, [ cannci call myself a Lord Spiritual, 
\because Peter, the Pope’s enemy, condemns it— 
| nor can I call myself Lord High Primate, because 
supremacy, in the Scriptures, is applied only to 
Kings, and not to ministers of the Gospel. As | 
; cannot get at D. D. for the want of cash, neither 
|can I get at M. A. for the want of learning : there- 
ore, lam compelled to fly for refuge to S. S., by 
which I mean Sinner Saved. 

a 
Betier late than Never! 

The interrogatories under the head “ Questions 
jlouciing Caivinism,” were excluded our last Num- 
ber, tor want of room. We hope our Calvinistic 
friends will not omit noticing them. 








a 
DEDICATION. 

} The First Universalist Church in Cooperstown, 
| Otsego County, N.Y. will be dedicated on Mon- 


day, the 24th inst. 
Coopersiown Watch- Tower. 
a 
To Correspondents. 

W. L—I. W.—An Impartialist—F. Smith— 
H. W. L. communicating “A Reply,” &&— 
Edwd. Sharman on Calvinism, &c.—Mentor— 
W. C. requesting an exposition of Isa. xiv. 29— 
32—T. P.—An Impartialist—and R. W.—are 
received. 

——Eaee 

All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication in this 

id. City Correspondents are informed, that 


Paper, must be 
a Letter-box is settee at the entrance of the Printing-Office, No. 
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N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No 454 Pearl- 
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be obtained at the same place. 
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